
theleaven.com   |   vol. 36, no. 24   |   february 6, 2015

Photo by Kelly elias

Students at St. Benedict School in Atchison make a living cross in St. Benedict Church during Catholic Schools Week.

When The Leaven asked archdiocesan schools to share with us some      
photos of their Catholic Schools Week activities, little did we know what 
we were letting ourselves in for.  (For more photos, see pages 6 and 16.)

CATHOLIC STRONG

Every year, the students at Holy Trinity Parish in Paola make home-
made cinnamon butter for homemade rolls as part of Kansas Day, 
which usually occurs during Catholic Schools Week. The first  Kansas 
Day was celebrated in 1877 in Paola. 
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One of the many activities at Curé of Ars School in Leawood is the dress-as-a-saint event. Above, eighth-grader Ann Leverich 
explains to the student body her choice of St. Faustina. Rounding out the saints are, from left: Megan Packel (Mary), Grant Goode 
(Jesus), Joe Kelly (John Paul II), and Jack Dwyer (Maximilian Kolbe).



Are you tired 
of being 
subjected 

to Viagra and Cialis 
commercials while
watching almost any sports 
event on television? 

Many parents have 
expressed to me how much 
they resent having to change 
the channels or the mute the 
sound during commercial 
breaks for football, 
basketball and/or baseball 
games. They do not think 
the NFL and drug companies 
should determine at what 
age and in what context 
they speak to 
their children 
about the 
physical, 
emotional, 
moral and 
spiritual 
dimensions 
of their 
sexuality. 

While we know there 
were actually three St. 
Valentines, all of whom are 
venerated as martyrs, we 
do not have any reliable 
historical evidence about 
the details of their lives. We 
do know that there was an 
ancient Christian church 
in Rome dedicated to St. 
Valentine, a priest, who was 
martyred in the mid-third 
century. One of the legends 
about this priest martyr 
was that he was imprisoned 
and eventually executed 
for secretly witnessing 
the weddings of Christian 
couples and attempting to 
protect them from Roman 
persecution. In France and 
England during the 14th 
century, we find the first 
evidence of this feast being 
associated with expressions 
of romantic love.

A feast for St. Valentine 
no longer exists in the 
church’s liturgical calendar 
because of the lack of good 
historical evidence about the 
details of his life. Ironically, 
it has become a huge secular 
holiday that encourages 
expressions of love. In 
fact, for married couples 
or couples who are dating, 

some expression of love 
is expected, if not actually 
required.

Marriage Encounter has 
promoted a Sunday close to 
Feb. 14 as World Marriage 
Day, a time to celebrate the 
importance and beauty of 
marital love. Bishop Finn 

and I will 
celebrate 
a Mass for 
all married 
couples from 
Kansas and 
Missouri on 
Sunday, Feb. 
8, at 2 p.m. at 
Curé of Ars 

Parish in Leawood. During 
the Mass, couples will have 
the opportunity to renew 
their marital vows.

This year, around 
Valentine’s Day, two 
movies portraying love 
quite differently will debut 
in theaters across the 
nation. “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” is based on a trilogy 
of books that glamorizes 
a relationship in which 
a young woman signs a 
contract to become a sex 
slave for a very successful 
businessman. “Fifty Shades 
of Grey” portrays positively 
a relationship that includes 
bondage, domination and 
sadomasochism.

The books have been 
wildly popular, selling 100 
million copies worldwide. 
Despite the fact that “Fifty 
Shades of Grey” portrays a 
woman who is abused and 
required to be submissive, 
the books have appealed 
especially to women. 

I have not read the books 
and have no intention 
of seeing the movie. 
Having listened to an 
interview of the author 
and examined numerous 
reviews, it is evident that 

“Fifty Shades of Grey” is 
pornography wrapped in 
a romantic story line. In a 
culture already saturated 
with pornography, 
what makes this movie 
stand out as particularly 
offensive and disturbing 
is its glamorization and 
popularization of sexual 
behaviors that are both 
twisted and degrading.  

The second film is 
entitled “Old-Fashioned.” 
From watching the trailer, 
reading several reviews and 
listening to an interview 
with the author/producer on 
Catholic radio, I surmise that 
“Old-Fashioned” attempts 
to depict the beauty, as 
well as the complexity, of 
a romantic relationship in 
the current cultural milieu. 
This couple is determined to 
respect each other, as well 
as to avoid the superficiality 
of the current dating scene. 
The film attempts to portray 
how authentic love draws 
us out of ourselves, helps to 
heal past wounds and makes 
us better persons.

 Pornography is portrayed 
as a victimless vice. It is 
not. Pornographic use is the 
fastest growing addiction. 
It undermines marriages, 
stunts the capacity for 
healthy relationships 
of users, diminishes 
productivity at work and 
becomes a form of idolatry 
— attempting to satisfy our 
natural longing for God with 
self-absorbed pleasure. 

Children are being robbed 
of their innocence by being 
exposed to pornographic 
images at very young ages. 
Young women, in particular, 
are manipulated into 
becoming involved with the 
production of pornography. 
These so-called porn stars 
have alarmingly high rates of 
depression, drug addiction 
and suicide. Those using 
pornography are complicit 
in the tragic impact that 
it has upon so many lives, 
including their own.

The U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops is 
preparing a pastoral 
statement, scheduled 
to be released this year, 
describing the profound 

social costs of pornographic 
use, providing practical 
assistance to parents 
on how to protect their 
children and families, 
and giving information 
for those struggling to 
liberate themselves from 
pornographic addiction.

I have encouraged our 
pastors during Lent this 
year to take advantage of the 
new My House materials 
developed by our office for 
marriage and family life 
to raise awareness of the 
problem of pornography, to 
acquaint parishioners with 
the resources available to 
protect children and families, 
to offer help and healing to 
those struggling with this 
sin and to present the beauty 
of our church’s teaching on 
human sexuality.

I resent the term 
“adult entertainment” to 
describe pornographic 
movies. Certainly, it is not 
something children should 
see, but it is not something 
that is healthy for adults 
either. The phrase “for 
mature audiences only” is 

an oxymoron. Pornography 
preys on our frailty and 
wounds.

I implore you not to 
become part of the problem 
by patronizing a film like 
“Fifty Shades of Grey.” If 
you want to take in a movie 
around Valentine’s Day and 
make a positive statement 
to the film industry, go see 
“Old-Fashioned.” If you 
want to do something to 
strengthen your marriage, 
come to the World Marriage 
Day Mass at Curé of Ars. If 
you want something that is 
aimed at mature audiences, 
visit the Theology of the 
Body Institute website 
and take advantage of its 
materials about the beauty 
and wonder of our human 
sexuality. If you want to 
do something for extra 
credit, write or email the 
National Football League, 
Major League Baseball, 
and National College 
Athletic Association and tell 
them you are tired of and 
offended by the Viagra and 
Cialis ads.
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calendar

ARCHBISHOP
NAuMANN
feb. 6
evening prayer and dinner with 
Jesuit novices — cathedral of 
St. Peter, Kansas city, Kansas

feb. 7
Kansas catholic college Stu-
dent conference — manhattan

St. lawrence campus center 
benefit — Sporting Kc

feb. 8
World marriage day mass — 
curé of ars, leawood

feb. 9-10
Jesus caritas bishops’ retreat 
— Savior Pastoral center

feb. 10 
faith leaders press conference 
on the death penalty

Kansans for life banquet — 
ritz charles, overland Park
 
feb. 11 
Installation of lectors mass — 
mundelein Seminary, chicago

feb. 12 
catholic leadership Institute 
listening session — St. mat-
thew, topeka
 
feb. 13 
clergy catholic leadership 
Institute information session — 
Savior Pastoral center

memorial mass, communion 
& liberation — bishop miege 
high School, roeland Park

feb. 14 
White mass for catholic med-
ical association — St. michael 
the archangel, leawood

celebrant at wedding of Stacy 
niedbalski and brendan cope 
— St. benedict, atchison

ARCHBISHOP
KELEHER
feb. 7 
mass — St. Sebastian, florida

feb. 8 
mass — St. Sebastian, florida 

We’ve identified the problem; be part of the solution

World Marriage Day
archbishop naumann will cele-
brate World marriage day feb. 
8 with a mass and reception be-
ginning at 2 p.m. at curé of ars 
church, leawood.
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By Marc and Julie 
Anderson
Special to The Leaven

T
O P E K A 
— Pov-
erty. The 
word con-
jures up 
all sorts of 
images. 

Some people consider 
poverty as not being able to 
afford basic necessities such 
as food, clothing and shelter. 
Brad Sloan, a parishioner 
at Topeka’s Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta Parish, said that 
while poverty can definitely 
mean not being able to af-
ford the basics in life, it can 
also mean poverty of rela-
tionships or feeling that no 
one even cares about your 
existence.

Since 1979, Sloan has been 
involved in health and hu-
man services, working a va-
riety of jobs throughout the 
city of Topeka. Currently the 
community liaison for a drug 
and alcohol treatment cen-
ter, Sloan’s passion for those 
whom he serves on a daily 
basis has led him naturally 
to another sort of ministry 
with several of his fellow pa-
rishioners. 

Beginning in September 
2011, every Monday night, 
teams of 10 to 12 parishio-
ners meet in a parking lot lo-
cated in North Topeka, just 
across the river from Tope-
ka’s downtown. They gather 
to distribute a hot evening 
meal to anyone who comes 
to the trailer, many of whom 
mainstream society has for-
gotten about. 

On average, five differ-
ent teams (a different team 
each week) distribute 250 
hot meals each week. Meals 
consist of a serving of a 
casserole, fruit, bread and 
a cookie, all of which is do-
nated or prepared by other 
parishioners. And no one is 
ever turned away.

According to  one of the 
coordinators, Helen Kramer, 
the ministry, also known as 
Hands of Hope, began under 
the leadership of the parish’s 
founding pastor, Father Bill 
Bruning. 

“It was Father Bill’s desire 
or wish to start a ministry,” 
said Kramer, that would take 
“[the mission of the Gospel] 
to the streets of Topeka” and 
serve those in need by ful-
filling one of the corporal 
works of mercy — that of 

feeding the hungry — just 
as the parish’s patroness had 
for so many decades on the 
streets of India.

Local shelters and food 
kitchens often provide hot 
meals at lunchtime, but not 
always in the evening. And 
if the local shelter provides 
a hot meal, sometimes those 
in need don’t meet the shel-
ter’s criteria. Father Brun-
ing’s idea was to somehow 

provide a hot meal in the 
evening for those living on 
the streets of Topeka. The 
only question was: how?

As a member of the par-
ish’s pastoral council, Kram-
er heard about Father Brun-
ing’s wish firsthand. She 
knew she would be involved 
somehow. 

“We have a son with a 
traumatic brain injury, and 
Father Bill had me at the 

word go,” said Kramer. Her 
fellow coordinator, Judy 
Holthaus, said she “just fell 
into it.”

Starting with a trip to Up-
lift, a community outreach 
located in the Kansas City 
area, Kramer and Holthaus, 
along with Father Brun-
ing and now-Father Larry 
Bowers, started learning 
firsthand about serving the 
homeless.  

“It was a pretty humbling, 
eye-opening trip,” Kramer 
said. “There was one group 
living in the trees and some 
living under bridges.” 

That made the group more 
determined to get started 
with its own ministry.

Enlisting other parish-
ioners, the two organized 
teams of families willing to 
prepare the food, bake the 
casseroles and distribute the 
meals themselves. Today, 
more than 130 families are 
involved in the ministry in 
some way, and both Kramer 
and Holthaus said every lit-
tle bit helps.

“Some people will tell me, 
‘Well, I just make a casse-
role,’” Kramer said, adding 
her response is always the 
same. “‘That’s great. Don’t 
say, “I just make a casserole.” 
You’re feeding them.’”

Besides distributing hot 
meals, Hands of Hope has 
also grown to include the 
distribution of coats, gloves 
and basic items such as 
toothpaste or toilet paper. 
Somehow the material needs 
are always met.

Kramer recalled how one 
time, the ministry’s supply 
of toothpaste was complete-
ly exhausted. Later, when 
she went to pack the trailer 
for the upcoming week, she 
found an entire box of tooth-
paste. She had no idea as to 
how the toothpaste found its 
way to the storeroom. 

“I just get a chill some-
times,” Kramer said as she 
recalled the incident.

“I think God’s had a hand 
in all of this,” Holthaus said 
as the two recalled similar 
stories. 

In December 2013, a little 
girl about five or six years old 
approached the trailer for an 
evening meal. She wasn’t 
wearing a coat and was shiv-
ering. Holthaus and Kramer 
invited her to look through 
the ministry’s supply of 
coats. To this day, they’re not 
sure where it came from, but 
somehow they had a pink 
coat, along with matching 
gloves and hat, in the girl’s 
exact size. And it was her fa-
vorite color, too!

“Somebody’s looking out 
for this ministry,” Kramer 
said, her eyes filling with 
tears. “It doesn’t take much, 
and we’d be in line our-
selves.”

TAke IT TO THe STReeTS
Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish makes hot meals for society’s forgotten
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Jolene and Tom Arnold, parishioners at Topeka’s Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish, distribute toiletries to those in 
need on Jan. 19 as part of the parish’s Hands of Hope ministry. The parish started the ministry in 2011. It consists 
of serving a hot evening meal once a week to anyone in need, as well as distributing basic items such as toilet 
paper and toothpaste.
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O
V E R L A N D 
PARK — You 
can speak vol-
umes without 
saying much 
at all.

And that’s 
just the way 

Patrick Smith leads the middle 
school LEGO robotics team at John 
Paul II School in Overland Park.

“Sometimes the less you say, the 
more it enables them to come up 
with imaginative ideas,” said Smith, 
who this school year introduced the 
idea of a robotics team to his alma 
mater. (The school was called Queen 
of the Holy Rosary when he graduat-
ed from eighth grade in 2001.)

And the pieces are clicking right 
into place.

He offered to finance much of this 
endeavor and volunteered to lead it, 
a responsibility he shares with Tim 
Hannon, a parent.

Innovation and problem-solving 
by young minds are what it’s all about 
on this FIRST LEGO League Robot-
ics team, made up of two eight-grad-
ers and seven seventh-graders.

FIRST stands for “For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of Science and 
Technology,” and it offers students a 
taste of the rewards and opportuni-
ties in those fields.

“They didn’t have this when I went 
to school here, and it’s just fun,” said 
Smith. “It’s tinkering around with 
stuff that you didn’t really get to do 
in the classroom too often.”

And although the team’s robot 
didn’t always perform consistently in 
this first year, it did when it counted 
— in front of the judges in the first 
tournament on Nov. 22, 2014, in Ke-
arney, Missouri.

For that, the group earned the 
mechanical design award — and el-
igibility to participate in the region-
al championship at Union Station in 
Kansas City, Missouri, on Jan. 17.

Solving problems
The competition tested how well 

the team’s robot — Mr. Roboto — 
completed its missions, how the 
group worked according to core val-
ues, and how it devised a way to help 
people learn something better.

The team’s gradual improvement 
was impressive. Its score improved 
each round in the January competition.

Smith was pleased to see John 
Paul II start out as one of about 160 
teams in the Kansas City area in the 
qualifying tournaments and perform 
increasingly well at the regional 
championship.

The students logged many after-
school hours programming angles to 
move the robot and fine-tuning their 
presentation.

“If you notice, I kind of just sit 
back and let them figure it out, be-
cause it’s supposed to be more of 
them — inquiry-based learning,” 
said Smith.

He learns as much from them as 
they do from him.

“I think that this has been really 
fun and exciting, and we get closer to 
each other as we try new things and do 
our best,” said Payton Nies, a seventh- 
grader.

For Brooke Tran, an eighth-grader 
and team secretary, one of the high 
points is “watching the robot move 
and doing it perfectly.”

Smith, a 2005 graduate of St. 
Thomas Aquinas High School in 
Overland Park, earned his industri-
al engineering degree from Kansas 
State University in Manhattan and 
works in supply chain management 
for Exxon Mobil.

It was while he was volunteering 
with a high school robotics team that 
he learned about the middle school 
program. He then mentioned it to 
Susie English, principal at John Paul 
II.

“He’s a great young man and has 
John Paul II’s interest at heart,” said 

English.
Of course, it’s a family tradition. 

His dad has been honored for his 
dedication to the school, and his 
mother, Michelle Smith, who died 
four years ago, was the school’s be-
loved gym teacher for years.

In fact, an endowment honors her 
memory through scholarships called 
the Brave Heart award.

Charting new waters
Smith and Hannon entered this 

first year with a team of nine — close 
to the maximum of 10 — and that has 
presented its challenges.

But English has enjoyed observing 
Smith’s transformation into a great 
leader.

“I’ve watched him evolve into 
someone the kids listen to,” said En-
glish.

“They really care how our futures 
turn out and how we succeed,” said 
Luke Lazarczyk, a seventh-grader. 
“They put in the effort. They really 
hope for us to succeed.”

Luke believes he has progressed 
under the adult leaders’ encourage-
ment from having little experience 
to knowing a good deal about pro-
gramming.

Adults help the students see dif-
ferent avenues toward achieving 
a mission when they’re set on one 
thing, he said.

There are many ways to partici-
pate beyond math and programming, 
added Payton, who enjoyed the 
group dynamics.

Brooke has enjoyed this team “be-
coming a big, friendly family.”

That’s not to say they don’t have 
their flaws, she pointed out.

“We get a little rambunctious and 
we act like middle-schoolers,” said 
Payton. “Patrick’s there to guide us 
back. . . . Sometimes it’s difficult to 
cope with these flaws, but we man-
age, and we learn how to control 
them each time it happens. So it kind 
of needs to happen so we can learn 
what to do better.”

Looking to the future
English sees only good stemming 

from this opportunity.
“It can’t do anything but help them 

in their high school and college class-
es and their adult lives,” she said.

A younger group also does LEGO 
work at the school.

As for the middle school team, 
Smith is already planning for next 
year.

He’d like to get high school robot-
ics students to volunteer with the 
team, which he sees as a great — and 
different — way to serve.

LeARNING wITH LeGOS
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Left to right, Khoa Nguyen, Patrick Smith, leader of John Paul II School’s LEGO robotics middle 
school team, and Brooke Tran prepare for the regional championship, a step the team didn’t 
expect to reach during its first year.

John Paul II School LEGO robotics team thrives in first year
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Left to right, Kevin Hannon, Payton Nies and viry Flores test their latest programming adjustments, trying to get the robot — Mr. Roboto — to 
perfectly complete its mission.

Families live on the brink of 
poverty. Seniors are forced 
to choose between food and 
medicine. Thousands of men 

and women in our community feel the 
pangs of hunger every day. Their needs 
are real. Unemployment, illness or 
debt impact too many families in our 
neighborhoods and parishes.

Pope Francis challenges us to re-
spond to the needs of the poor — to 

listen to those 
without a 
voice. Rooted 
in Christ’s call 
to serve the 
least among 
us, Catho-
lic Charities 
of Northeast 
Kansas offers 

hope and healing to people in need. 
This network of dedicated leaders, vol-
unteers and supporters reaches out to 
people suffering from poverty of body, 
mind and spirit. Catholic Charities 
seeks to recognize the face of Christ 
in the poor and meet their needs with 
love and acceptance.

Supported by the Archbishop’s Call 
to Share appeal, Catholic Charities 
meets the immediate needs of indi-
viduals and families, while offering 
the tools and resources to bring about 
lasting, positive change. The agency 
provides everyday essentials like food, 
clothing and a safe place to live for 
young mothers, the unemployed and 
immigrant families.

Catholic Charities coordinates pro-
grams encouraging volunteers to serve 
as role models for children from bro-
ken homes. It supports the sick and dy-
ing with urgent home visits by nurses, 
medical support for infants, and hos-
pice care to offer comfort and peace. 
Volunteers worked nearly 94,000 
hours and contributed $1.7 million in 
goods to serve the needy last year.

“No Act of Love Is Lost.” Pope Francis 
reminds us of this simple truth — our ac-
tions impact our neighbors and friends 
in so many ways. The Archbishop’s Call 

to Share appeal extends Christ’s hope 
and healing to people in need through 
Catholic Charities and many other agen-
cies and apostolates of the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas.

A gift to the appeal — a simple act of 
love — will not be lost. It will touch the 
lives of people in our neighborhoods, 
on our streets and in our parishes. The 
generosity of the people of northeast 
Kansas will continue to offer hope to 
those overwhelmed by poverty — re-
flecting the love of Jesus Christ in our 
community.

Jim and Marilyn Blaufuss, mem-
bers of Holy 
Trinity Parish, 
Lenexa, cel-
ebrated their 
50th wedding 
anniversary 
on Jan. 23. A 
ce lebrat ion 
with close 
family was 
held at Grand 
Street Cafe 
in Lenexa fol-

lowing a Mass held at Holy Trinity. The 
couple was married on Jan. 23, 1965, at 
St. Mary Church, Hartford. They have 
five children and nine grandchildren. 

Sharon (Meyer) and Robert Fritch, 
members of 
St. Aloysius 
Parish, Me-
riden, cele-
brated their 
50th wedding 
anniversary 
on Aug. 30, 
2014, with 
a family re-
union. The 
couple was 
married on 

Aug. 29, 1964, at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church, Seneca. Their children are 
Matthew Fritch and Michelle Bell. They 
also have five granddaughters and two 
great-grandchildren.
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• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th 
notices. Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 
Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: 
anniversaries; or send an email to: Todd@
theleaven.com. 

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

offering hope and healing to those in need

Catholic Charities meets the immediate needs of individuals and families. The agency provides 
everyday essentials like food, clothing and a safe place to live for young mothers, the unemployed 
and immigrant families.
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From left to right, John Paul II School, Overland Park, fifth-grader 
Miranda Reyes talks with her first-grade prayer buddy Harper De-
keyser. Prayer buddies meet weekly to talk about what they are 
going to pray about for each other and if there are any special 
intentions. They pray for one other throughout the week. 

Photo by courtney blohm

Avery Lewman, back to the camera, and Kendra Brull, far right, 
students at Maur Hill-Mount Academy in Atchison, prepare to 
face off in a game of Family Feud. Moderating the game are En-
glish as a Second Language teacher Chelsey Matous, holding the 
bell, and music teacher Joe Herron. 

Photo by theresa lein

Sacred Heart School in Emporia enjoy a “Wear a Pair — Share a 
Pair” day. Students could wear slippers to school if they brought 
a new pair to share. The new slippers were donated to SOS in 
Emporia, a service for victims of domestic and child abuse.

Photo by Joy treacy

St. Patrick School in Kansas City, Kansas, raises money for the 
Catholic Education Foundation with a classroom competition. 
The seventh-grade class came out on top — thereby winning 
this five-pound Hershey’s bar — by raising more than $1,500.

Photo by sondra Gustafson

Caitlin villamaria, a kindergarten teacher at Church of the Na-
tivity School in Leawood, takes advantage of the unseasonably 
warm weather on Jan. 29 to read to her students outside during 
Nativity’s all-school read-in. 

Photo by nicK antista

Students at Queen of the Holy Rosary School, Bucyrus, sort 
food for Harvesters Jan. 29 as part of the school’s “Celebration 
of Faith, Knowledge and Service In Our Community.” Pictured, 
clockwise from left, are: third-grader Anna Seuferling, fourth- 
grader Breonna Chamberlain, third-grader Brock vohs and  
third-grader Broc Henry.

Most Pure Heart of Mary School in Topeka has a special Mass to 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week.
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First-graders at Good Shepherd School in Shawnee perform a special Kansas Day play for the school during Catholic Schools Week.
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Catholic recording artist Wade Talley performs a special concert on Jan. 29 for the students of Sts. Peter and Paul School, Seneca; St. 
Gregory School, Marysville; and St. Michael School, Axtell.
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From left, St. Paul School in Olathe second-graders Ramiro Diaz 
and Arianna Dillo, join forces with first-graders Brady Clark, Kris-
ta Hoback and Mary Brink in “Saint Family Olympics” on Jan. 28. 
Students had to get the ball all the way down the wall using their 
feet. 

Photo by Jane shriver

The drive leading to Prince of Peace School in Olathe is lined 
with 27 signs celebrating Catholic Schools Week. Each class at 
the school contributed a sign to the project. 

Father Mark stands behind 25 years’ worth of bound copies of The Leaven. Father Mark has been the editor for one-third of the archdiocesan newspaper’s existence. 
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A
t a priests’ retreat in the late spring of 
1986, a young Father Mark Goldasich 
felt like he was playing a game of hide- 
and-seek with Archbishop Ignatius J. 
Strecker. He wasn’t entirely sure the 

archbishop was actually looking for him, but he sure 
didn’t want to find out. 

“We priests always walked in packs because, if you didn’t, Archbishop 
Strecker would go after the stray and you would get moved to a different 
parish,” Father Mark said.

Father Mark didn’t want to be moved. He liked his assignment as an asso-
ciate pastor at St. Agnes Parish in Roeland Park. What he did want that day 
was a salad and, not thinking, he left the safety of the pack and headed to the 
salad bar. That’s where Archbishop Strecker caught up with him.

“How would you like to be editor of The Leaven?” he asked.
“I was shocked at that,” said Father Mark. “But it was hard to keep a 

straight face, because Father Bill Maher, who was editor at the time, was 
standing behind the archbishop looking at me, waving his keys, pointing 
and laughing.”

Father Mark accepted the assignment — after a year’s apprenticeship un-
der Father Maher, and two years in Rome to study moral theology. In June 
of 1989, he officially became editor. Twenty-five years later, he’s still there. 

By the numbers

25
years father mark has been 
editor of the leaven

2 
number of unplanned 
times his column “mark my 
Words” hasn’t appeared in 
the leaven

1,032
columns father mark has 
written

140
catholic Press association 
awards the leaven has won 
under father mark

father mark Goldasich has brought the leaven to lofty heights in his 25 years of service to the paper

story by 
TODD HABIGER  

Photos by 
LORI WOOD HABIGER

>> Story continues on the next page

on June 2, 1939, the eastern Kan-
sas register — the forbearer of 
the leaven — was established 
by bishop Paul Schulte. So to 
celebrate this, the leaven’s 75th 
anniversary year, and catholic 
Press month, we invite you over 
the next several weeks to meet 
the leaven staff.



Starting out
Mark Goldasich grew up on Straw-

berry Hill in Kansas City, Kansas, the 
only child of Carl and Angeline Golda-
sich. Strawberry Hill was a close-knit 
neighborhood with deep Croatian roots. 
Close-knit both figuratively and literally. 

“We always used to kid that if you didn’t 
like what you were eating at your house, 
you could just reach through the window 
into the neighbor’s house and grab some-
thing off their table. [The homes] were 
that close,” said Father Mark.

“It was a great life,” he continued. 
“Very basic. Simple. Our life revolved 
around our relatives and the parish.”

That parish was St. John the Baptist 
and it was the community. 

“The life of the parish was woven 
into daily life,” said Father Mark. “If you 
went bowling, it was Tuesday night at 
the parish. If there was a dance, it was at 
the parish. If you played in the orches-
tra, the performance was at the parish. 
The parish was a link to everything.”

On Strawberry Hill, grandparents, 
parents and children lived a few blocks 
from one another. Neighbors weren’t 
casual acquaintances — they more than 
likely had gone to school together and 
grown up together into adulthood. 

“When I was ordained, I was ordained 
in my home parish. It wasn’t in front of 
a group of strangers wondering who this 
kid was,” said Father Mark. “I grew up 
with these people. They knew me since 
my birth.” 

Planting the seed
For Father Mark, there wasn’t one 

moment that led him to the priesthood. 
In a sense, each event in his life seemed 
to point to that vocation. 

“We had really good priests growing 
up,” said Father Mark, “really dedicated 
guys at my home parish. And they didn’t 
switch parishes. Death switched them.”

There was also an order of nuns that 
taught at St. John the Baptist School and 
ran St. John’s Orphanage. The School 
Sisters of St. Francis of Christ the King 
out of Lemont, Illinois, were Croatian 
and Slovenian nuns that had served St. 
John since 1909.

One in particular, Sister Praxeda, saw 
something in young Mark as early as 
kindergarten. 

“We had a contest,” said Father Mark. 
“The contest was whoever was the best 
behaved boy and the best behaved girl 
would get a gift at the end of the week. 

“I remember I was so good, Mother 
Teresa would have looked like a delin-
quent next to me.”

Naturally, he won the contest. His gift 
was a chalice set. In it was a small chal-
ice that was a plastic wine glass wrapped 
in gold foil, a plate — again wrapped in 

foil, a “host,” a paten, a purificator, a cor-
poral and a green cover over the whole 
set, symbolizing Ordinary Time. 

“I thought that was the neatest thing,” 
said Father Mark. “Maybe that’s what 
planted the seed way back then.”

Following the call
Mark continued to follow the path to-

ward the priesthood following elemen-
tary school. While most of the gang at St. 
John went to nearby Bishop Ward High 
School, Mark chose Savior of the World 
Seminary, in the western part of Wyan-
dotte County. 

“Those Savior years were very good,” 
he said. “There were great priests there, 
and great teachers. It was a great com-
munity. 

“There weren’t that many of us. At 
the peak when I was there, maybe there 
were 100 guys. But we’re still close to-
day.”

From Savior it was on to the College 
of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. St. 
Thomas was a liberal arts college, but 
housed on its grounds in a dorm build-
ing was St. John Vianney Seminary.

At St. Thomas, Mark attended classes 
with students that weren’t on the track 
to become a priest. He dated, partied, 
and lived a pretty normal college life. 
But in the end, something always kept 
him on the path to the priesthood. 

“I always felt very comfortable com-
ing back to the seminary,” said Father 
Mark. “I felt comfortable at morning 

and evening prayer. I felt comfortable at 
Mass. It just felt right.”

After graduating from St. Thomas, 
Mark went to the Pontifical North Amer-
ican College in Rome to complete his 
final years of seminary. After finishing 
his studies at Rome’s Jesuit-run Grego-
rian University, Deacon Mark flew back 
to the United States to be ordained. Be-
fore returning to Kansas City, however, 
he made a pit stop in Lemont to visit his 
former kindergarten teacher, who was 
suffering from dementia. 

“The superior of the order said she 
was in and out,” said Father Mark. “She 
said she might be really with it or she 
may not make any sense at all. 

“I went into her room and it was one 
of those days when she was sharp as a 
tack. I said, ‘Sister, do you remember me?’ 

“Right away she said, ‘Mark Golda-
sich.’”

The young deacon went on to have a 
nice visit with her, telling the nun that 
he would be ordained a priest soon and 
recounted the story of her giving him 
the chalice set and how much it meant 
to him.

“She said, ‘I’m going to tell you a se-
cret,’” recounted Father Mark.

“‘You would have gotten that [chalice 
set] no matter what.’”  

Father editor
When he took over as editor of The 

Leaven in 1989, Father Mark had no jour-
nalism experience whatsoever. He also 

inherited an associate editor, Anita Mc-
Sorley, who had only been in the posi-
tion for a year and was herself short of 
journalism experience, having worked in 
the corporate world in New York prior 
to becoming associate editor. 

“It was an interesting dynamic, 
that’s for sure,” McSorley said. “I think 
we were actually fortunate that nei-
ther of us had any real journalism ex-
perience. I came from a background of 
editing, but of books and magazines. 
And Father Mark was already known 

for his storytelling style. 
“So we never felt constrained by what 

was then still a very formal, tradition-bound 
set of journalistic rules. We just tried to fig-
ure out what our readers wanted and need-
ed to know, and then tried to deliver it in as 
engaging a fashion as possible.”

Father Mark said that early on he and 
Anita tried to flesh out what they felt 
was missing from Catholic journalism 
and fill that void. 

“We wanted to inspire people to take 
the gifts they have and put those at the 
service of other people,” said Father 
Mark. “That’s not just Catholics doing 
Catholic things, but Catholics doing 
wonderful things.”

The results have been impressive. 
Under Father Mark’s leadership, The 
Leaven has won 140 Catholic Press As-
sociation awards.

“Early on, we didn’t get any,” said Fa-
ther Mark. “As we started to get awards, 
it bumped things up for all of us here. It 
told everybody, from our writers to our 
photographers to our designers, that we 
were doing great work here. It’s been an 
inspiration for them to keep that quality 
high.”

While Father Mark is fond of telling 
people that his main job is to get out of 
people’s way, McSorley says that’s hardly 
the case.

“First,” she said, “Father Mark is only 
here three days a week, but on those 
days he’s a working journalist. When 
push comes to shove, and it sometimes 
has, he is capable of the entire range of 
tasks that need to be done to produce 
this paper.”

But his contribution is not only a 
practical one.   

“If I had to identify one thing that 
makes The Leaven different from other 
diocesan papers, it’s the fact that it has a 
personality,” she said. “Now, I don’t think 
a lot of diocesan newspapers can claim 
that, but our paper can, and it comes by 
it honestly: Father Mark truly has one of 
those larger-than-life personalities, and 
it has imbued the paper. 

“Now, he can be a demanding task-
master at times,” she said, “and woe to 
the poor managing editor who lets a sub-
par story slip in. 

“But his sense of humor, his inquis-
itive nature, and his pastor’s heart are 
much of what makes The Leaven, The 
Leaven.”

Every thought
Father Mark likes to joke that every 

thought he’s ever had eventually winds 
up in his column, “Mark My Words.” 
While that may be a slight exaggeration, 
it’s not too far from the truth. To date, in-
cluding this issue, Father Mark has writ-
ten 1,032 columns as editor.

“Every week, my mind is like a sponge, 
absorbing new ideas,” said Father Mark. 
“Always in the back of my mind is a little 
voice that says, ‘Don’t forget you’ve got 
that column.’”

And very little is off-limits.
“My mom basically doesn’t talk to me 

anymore because she’s afraid it will be 
in a column if she says anything funny,” 
said Father Mark with a laugh.

Even Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
admitted at a recent event honoring 
Father Mark for his 25 years of service 
to The Leaven that “Mark My Words” 
probably surpasses his own column in 
terms of popularity.

“Father Mark is the Erma Bombeck of 
the Catholic press,” said McSorley. “He’s 
funny, he’s self-effacing, and at the heart 
of each of his columns you’ll find some-
thing to take home and chew on a bit. 
Readership surveys show his column is 
our single most widely read item in the 
paper. 

“That used to drive me crazy,” admit-
ted McSorley, “since no matter what I 

did or wrote, my own mother would go 
read Father Mark’s column first. 

“Now? Now, I am grateful every day to 
be working for Erma.”

Father Mark has never lost his passion 
for storytelling. He likes to keep his col-
umns grounded in everyday life and is 
not above poking fun at himself to stress 
a point.

“I hope that through my columns, 
people know me better, because I try to 
be as honest as I can about my joys in 
life, but also with my struggles,” he said. 
“I bring those things up and let people 
know that just because you’re a priest 
doesn’t mean you don’t have issues that 
you deal with.”

In looking back over past columns, 
Father Mark said he realizes how much 
his personal history has affected him in 
a positive sense.

“Whether it’s Strawberry Hill, a 

school I’ve gone to, Rome, or parishes 
I’ve been at,” he said, “there’s just so 
many people that have been a part of the 
fabric of my life. 

“I feel very privileged to be able to tell 
those stories.”

Despite churning out over 1,000 col-
umns, Father Mark isn’t worried about 
the well running dry. 

“As long as there’s a world out there, 
there is stuff to write about,” he said. 

Lasting legacy
The archdiocesan newspaper has 

been around for 75 years. As the editor 
for one-third of the papers the archdio-
cese has produced, it’s not a stretch to 
say that Father Mark has indeed left his 
mark on the paper. 

While he wants The Leaven to be 

thought-provoking, he insists that it be 
readable by everyone. As he’s editing, 
right in front of him is a poster that says: 
“The man who knows what he is talking 
about can afford to use words everyone 
can understand.”

“At The Leaven we try to use lan-
guage that people understand,” he said. 
“We don’t use jargon or highfalutin’ lan-
guage. We give the information in an ac-
cessible way and we try to do it in a way 
that people understand and can take 
with them.”

Because, in the end, it isn’t awards or 
approval from readers that matters, he 
said. It’s saving souls.

“We are called to evangelize,” said 
Father Mark. “If we can inspire people 
through the paper with what we write to 
be better Catholics, then we are doing 
our job.”

Father Mark has kept the small chalice set given 
to him by his kindergarten teacher. That teacher 
saw a future priest in young Mark.

Strawberry Hill was a close-knit community in Kansas City, Kansas. until recently, Father Mark’s mother lived in the red brick house behind him. 

St. John the Baptist was more than just a church; it was the community on Strawberry Hill. Father Mark credits that dynamic community with helping him 
discover his vocation to the priesthood.

Young Mark after receiving his first 

Communion. Father Mark stands with his parents Carl and 

Angeline following his ordination in 1981.

Mark surveys the crowd before a perfor-
mance with the St. John Tamburitzans.

The nuns that served St. John had a 
huge influence on him growing up.

>> continued from previous page
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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Hun-
dreds of teens from around the 
archdiocese happily complied 
when they were asked to sing 

a new song.
And their collective voices have been 

immortalized on a much-anticipated 
CD from none other than the immense-
ly popular Christian group, the Mikey 
Needleman Band.

“In order to thank our fans from Camp 
Tekakwitha, who tend to be our biggest 
fans, we did something special on this 
CD,” said Needleman, a Catholic singer/
songwriter from Olathe who has played 
an active role for many years in archdioc-
esan ministry.

“We actually went up to camp and re-
corded the campers singing background 
parts that we included in the songs of this 
CD,” said Needleman. “So, if you ever 
hear a large crowd singing, it’s actually 
hundreds of campers from our archdio-
cese that were recorded and placed on 
the CD.”

He wrote all the songs featured on the 
album “Your Ways,” which he describes 
as a very liturgical CD.

“It would be like listening through a 
Mass,” said Needleman of the CD. “The 
tempos of the songs vary from high ener-
gy to calm and reverent. . . . You won’t get 
bored listening to it.”

Listeners will discover gathering 
hymns, psalms, an Easter echo sequence, 
a recessional song and more, all inspired, 
said Needleman, by his work in the arch-
diocese.

“I have a huge passion for the Mass 
and the liturgy — we can find so much 
beauty within the liturgy — and music 
is such an awesome part of that,” said 
Needleman, a member of Prince of Peace 
Parish in Olathe. He works with youth 
music ministry there.

He hopes that one day these songs will 

work their way into the pages of hymnals.
The new CD was released Jan. 27 

through World Library Publications, a 
Catholic publishing company whose 
parent company is J.S. Paluch, based in 
Franklin Park, Illinois.

The company picked up an earlier CD, 
but this is the first one it has worked with 
from beginning to end, said Needleman, 
and he is excited to start work on another 
project.

This was the first release he didn’t 
have to finance himself.

“I was able to just show up to the stu-
dio and just be an artist,” he said.

But it goes far deeper than that.
“This company believed in me enough 

to want to do a project with me, so it 
gave me the confidence to be bold in my 
writing and be bold in my messages,” 
said Needleman. “Having their tutelage 
meant everything I was going to be doing 
was going to be 100-percent accurate to 

the church’s teaching.”
Needleman was thrilled when the first 

copies of the CD arrived, especially be-
cause he’d been working on the songs for 
a few years.

“To see that all come to the final prod-
uct is really cool,” he said. “I don’t know 
how to describe it other than it takes you 
back. You can’t help but be proud of what 
you’ve come up with, knowing you’ve 
pulled hours and hours of energy and 
laid out your heart completely, and it’s all 
right there.”

Needleman got involved in music in 
high school, and things took off from 
there.

The band has gained a large fan base 
among many within and beyond the 
archdiocese.

In fact, the music is receiving national 
attention. One of the songs Needleman 
wrote is going to be the theme song na-
tionally for Catholic HEART Workcamp.

And the band was recently chosen as 
the featured artist at a Catholic radio sta-
tion in Ohio with a large syndicated lis-
tener base.

And, of course, the band continues to 
make an impact on the music and faith 
lives of young people here in the archdi-
ocese through its CDs and many live per-
formances.

One such performance is coming up 
Feb. 22 at the junior high rally at Camp 
Tekakwitha.

“What an amazing gift Mikey and his 
band are to this archdiocese!” said Angie 
Bittner, rural youth outreach coordinator, 
whose office has collaborated with the 
band on several rural outreach events.

 “They’re able to balance rock-star 
status with their genuine, fun and caring 
personalities,” said Bittner. 

“As a result,” she added, “adults and 
kids desire to be around them and par-
ticipate in prayer through their music, 
which ultimately brings everyone closer 
to Christ.”

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

Wanna be a   rock star? Perhaps you already are
THE MIKEY 
NEEDLEMAN BAND
mikey needleman — lead vocals, 
guitar
casey Sheets — bass
ben Grace — lead guitar
evan maslak — drums

buy mikey needleman band cds, 
learn more about the band or pur-
chase “your Ways” by visiting the 
website at: www.mikeyneedleman.
com or www.mnband.com.

the band also has a facebook page, 
which can be found at: www.face 
book.com/mikeyneedlemanband.

The Mikey Needleman Band has released a new CD, “Your Ways,” 
featuring background vocals from hundreds of campers from 
Camp Tekakwitha.

Clarification
the Jan. 22 edition of the leaven contained a photo of retired priests meeting 

with archbishop naumann. among the retired priests pictured was father George 
Seuferling. We regret that this has caused questions and confusion about the sta-
tus of his restricted ministry. father Seuferling, who retired in 2001, is still limited 
in his public exercise of priestly ministry due to substantiated misconduct with a 
non-minor. his ministry is restricted to weddings and funerals for family members.  
this restriction on his public ministry does not preclude him from attending gath-
erings for priests such as retired priest luncheons and the annual priest retreat.

Christian<



emPloyment
Principal - st. ann school, Prairie village, has an opening 
for principal beginning in the 2015-16 school year. st. ann’s 
currently has an enrollment of 452 and employs 29 teach-
ers in grades K-8th. the school is sponsored by st. ann 
church, Prairie village. applicants for principal must be 
practicing catholics, understand the mission of catholic 
education, and have or be eligible for Kansas licensure in 
educational leadership. Please send resume and creden-
tials to: superintendent dr. Kathleen a. o’hara, catholic 
school office, 12615 Parallel Parkway, Kansas city, Ks 
66109. review of applications will begin immediately. 
deadline for applications is feb. 9.

Assistant teachers - st. agnes child care is currently 
looking to fill one full-time and several part-time positions. 
these openings are for assistant teachers in several dif-
ferent age groups. the work would be between the hours 
of 7 a.m. - 6 p.m., mon. through fri. the right candidate 
will need to be at least 18 years old, be physically able to 
meet the demands of working with young children, have 
a positive attitude and be energetic, flexible, creative, and 
patient. a high school diploma or Ged is required and pre-
vious experience in a Kansas licensed child care facility or 
early education college coursework is a plus. if you are 
interested in being considered for this opening or know 
of anyone who might be interested, email your resume to 
neona russ, director of st. agnes early education center, 
at: russ.neona@stagneskc.org, or call (913) 262-1689.

Assistant teacher - st. agnes early education center, ro-
eland Park, has an opening for a part-time preKindergar-
ten assistant teacher. Qualified candidates must meet the 
Kdhe guidelines for preschool lead teacher. Please send 
an email with resume for consideration to neona russ at: 
russ.neona@stagneskc.org.

Preschool director - st. michael the archangel Parish, 
leawood, is accepting applications for a preschool direc-
tor. applicants must have prior teaching and director level 
experience, a bachelor’s degree in early childhood edu-
cation or a bachelor’s degree with an emphasis in early 
childhood education. must be self-directed, have strong 
organizational and interpersonal skills, and be able to 
meet the state requirements for director of a 100+ child 
preschool. must be a practicing catholic. a complete 
job description, application and benefits information are 
available online at: www.stmichaelcp.org. Qualified appli-
cants should submit a cover letter and resume by email 
to: lisa.ragan@stmichaelcp.org or mail to: st. michael the 
archangel Parish, attn: human resources, 14251 nall ave., 
leawood, Ks 66223.  

Sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? if so, catholic cemeteries of 
northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, shawnee and Wyandotte county area cemeter-
ies. an excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please 
email your resume and contact information to: rcarr@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

Principal - st. John lalande community seeks a principal 
and spiritual leader committed to providing an environ-
ment where children can experience learning and living 
fully in the catholic faith with excellent leadership, com-
munication and motivational skills. st. John lalande is a 
parish school serving preK-8th grades with an enrollment 
of approximately 275 students and a staff of more than 
25. our vibrant parish is located in blue springs, missouri. 
candidates must be a practicing catholic, have a master’s 
degree in educational administration, teaching experience 
in catholic schools and preferably at least three years of 
administrative experience.  applications may be made on-
line at: http://app.hireology.com/s/34203. 

Field marketing representatives - alenco home improve-
ment is seeking part-time field marketing representatives 
to create interest in various products to potential custom-
ers. Qualifications include an energetic personality, com-
munication skills, legible handwriting, reliable transporta-
tion and accountability. family-owned and operated for 30 
years, alenco was voted one of Kansas city’s best places 
to work in 2014. if interested, send an email to abe eller at: 
aeller@alenconline.com or call (913) 438-1902.

Care manager - daughters & company, overland Park, 
is looking for a part-time care manager for 15 hours per 
week to assist in managing all aspects of client services 
for multiple clients. duties will include 3 - 5 mornings a 
week in the office assisting with phone coverage, handling 
scheduling issues, talking to prospects on the phone, cli-
ent intakes and marketing calls. this individual will pref-
erably have a social work or cna background with good 
communication and computer skills. if you would like to 
be part of our top-notch client services team, call laurie or 
Gary at (913) 341-2500 to discuss this position.

Caregiver - experienced caregiver for 140-pound, 
94-year-old woman. Wheelchair bound. Part time, 1-2 
days a week, overnight preferred. located in olathe. some 
transfer lifting required. call (800) 819-1960.

Caregiver - housekeeping, meal preparation and compan-
ionship. $14 an hour. must be able to pass a background 
check and be certified. 82-year-old woman with alzhei-
mer’s. very kind and gentle. south Kansas city. call (816) 
365-5693.

Preschool teachers - the Goddard school, 21820 W. 115th 
terr., olathe, is looking to add to our awesome staff. We 
are looking for a qualified infant lead teacher, young tod-
dler lead teacher and a full- and part-time assistant teach-
er. in our warm, loving atmosphere, caring teachers sup-
port the healthy development of children from six weeks 
to six years. candidates should be extremely organized, 
professional in attitude and appearance, prepared to plan 
and facilitate lesson plans according to Goddard require-
ments and able to communicate effectively with children, 
families, co-workers and administrators. full-time benefits 
include competitive pay, opportunities for professional 
development and career growth, and a great working en-
vironment. Qualified candidates must meet or exceed Kan-
sas regulations, have strong communication skills and de-
sire to learn and implement the Goddard school programs. 
lead teachers should have an early childhood education 
degree, cda or a degree in a related field with an emphasis 
in early childhood education. owners are ascension parish-
ioners. send an email with resume and contact information 
to: olathe2ks@goddardschools.com.

Caregivers - daughters & company is looking for com-
passionate caregivers, who are dedicated to enriching and 
helping maintain a meaningful quality of life for the aging 
and disabled. our company provides a variety of non-med-
ical services that allow seniors to maintain their desired 
lifestyles. duties include, but are not limited to, compan-
ionship and conversation, light housekeeping, meal prepa-
ration, medication reminders, incidental transportation to 
appointments, running errands, and alzheimer’s care. our 
caregivers typically work 15 - 20 hours per week. if you 
have an interest in joining our team, call laurie or Gary at 
(913) 341-2500.

Safe drivers - assisted transportation seeks caring and 
reliable drivers to transport K-12 students in overland 
Park, olathe and/or Kansas city, Kansas in our minivans.  
cdl not required. retirees are encouraged to apply.  learn 
more or apply online at: www.assistedtransportation.com 
or call (913) 262-3100 for more information. eoe.

services
Electrician - free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 

south Kc metro. call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. free 
consultation and bid. safe, insured, professional. cristofer 
estrada, Green solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreensolutionsKc.com.

Salon - cherail Kutz llc. studio inside sola salon. Grand 
opening for the whole family. i do all hair types; i also have 
nearly double the credit hours and training required by 
Kansas to serve. for an appointment, call (913) 200-9245.

Machine quilting - by Jenell noeth, basehor. also, quilts 
made to order. call (913) 724-1837.

Housecleaning - Professional, thorough housecleaning. 
competitive pricing. flexible scheduling. 25 plus years of 
experience. Johnson county, shawnee, overland Park, and 
Wyandotte county areas. call shelly at (913) 206-2680. 
Please leave a message.

Bankruptcy consultation - if debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. for a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! 
come check out our new office in lenexa. 

Complete plumbing and bath
master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. onyx collection distributor.
serving Johnson county for 20 years.

member ascension Parish; call mike at (913) 488-4930.

Tim the Handyman - small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
call (913) 227-4902.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Mike Hammer local moving - a full-service mover. Pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too small. serv-
ing Joco since 1987. st. Joseph, shawnee, parishioner. call 
mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mike 
hammermoving.com. 

home imProvement
Semi-retired interior painters - cracks repaired, walls 
and ceilings painted or textured. With no mess! refresh 
old woodwork. over 50 years’ experience combined. in-
sured. members of st. Joseph Parish. call Jerry any time 
at (913) 206-1144.

Helping Hand Handy Man - home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. most 
home problems and needs solved. member of Prince of 
Peace, olathe. call mark coleman at (913) 526-4490.

Custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 days. 
cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive prices, 
dependable work. call the top shop, inc., at (913) 962-
5058. members of st. Joseph, shawnee.

NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all interi-
or and exterior work. family owned and operated; over 25 
years experience. licensed and insured; commercial and 

residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

DRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - doors - decks – siding
repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. choose us for any window, door, siding or deck 

project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - a unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! lead-certified and insured! 
serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 768-6655. 

EL SOL Y LA  TIERRA
*commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

call lupe at (816) 252-3376

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. free estimates. call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of holy 
trinity, lenexa.

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Fire & water damage restoration - framing, insulation, 
painting, and mold treatment. lead-safe certified; insured. 
serving Wyandotte and Johnson counties for 25 years. call 
Jerry at (913) 206-1144.

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full line 
of home remodeling services. don’t move — remodel! 
Johnson county area. call for a free quote. (913) 709-8401. 

House painting
interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 

call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Swalms Organizing and Downsizing Service - Reduc-
ing Clutter - Enjoy an Organized Home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or tak-
en for recycling, trash bagged. for before and after photos, 
visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 years of or-
ganizing experience; insured. call tillar at (913) 375-9115.

Concrete construction - tear out and replace stamped, 
stained or colored patios and drives. retaining walls, 
footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation and 

hauling. asphalt drives and lots. fully insured; references. 
call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 

dandeeconst@aol.com.

careGivinG
Caregiver - caregiver with over 20 years’ experience 
wants to care for your loved ones. energetic, strong and 
fun, can provide care and transportation for male or fe-
male. excellent references. call vivian at (913) 292-4829.
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in 
lenexa and lawrence. call Benefits of Home - Senior 
Care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. call Daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with laurie, debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - cna home health care specialist provides tlc 
in the comfort of the client’s residence. available 24 hours, 
affordable, excellent references provided. nonsmoker. call 
(816) 806-8104.

real estate
For sale - 401 fieldcrest dr., Pittsburg. Great investment 
property for parent of college-bound student. new roof, 
siding and windows. fully rented currently at $750. for 
sale at $80,000. call (913) 486-8345.

Wanted to buy: i need houses! i buy them as is, with no 
repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t want. 
We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. all 
sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call mark 
edmondson at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity Parish mem-
ber.  

for sale
Max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! i also do repairs. 
member of the church of the ascension, overland Park. 
call (913) 400-3236.

For sale - at resurrection cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. contact a. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

For sale - at mount calvary cemetery. tandem crypt in 
mausoleum. today’s selling price is $7,935; offering this 
space for $6,000. call marcie at (913) 712-8124.

Residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. recycled and new equipment. 
member of st. michael the archangel Parish, leawood. 
call silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

Wanted to buy
Will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
contact tom at (913) 238-2473. member of sacred heart 
Parish, shawnee. 

ANTIQuES WANTED - i buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, babe ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

st. Joseph Parish, shawnee

miscellaneous
Our Lady of Hope. catholics with an anglican and meth-
odist heritage. formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
mass saturdays at 4 p.m., st. therese little flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas city, mo. fulfills sunday obligation. father 
ernie davis. dr. bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. for more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 

12    cLassifieds theleaven.com   |   february 6, 2015

February
the fourth-degree Knights of co-
lumbus assembly 293 will host a 
“Mouse Race” fundraiser at St. 
Francis de Sales Parish, 900 Ida 

St., lansing, on feb. 7 at 6 p.m. the cost to 
attend is $10. beer and wine will be avail-
able for a freewill donation. Proceeds help 
to support two seminarians and the va 
hospital. must be 21 to attend. for tickets, 
call ed hoffman at (913) 707-9523 or Kevin 
reed (913) 724-3219.

the monthly pro-life Mass and rosary will 
be held at 8:15 a.m. on feb. 7 at Church of 
the Nativity, 3800 W. 119th St., leawood. 
after mass, participants will drive to 
Planned Parenthood, 4401 W. 109th St., 
overland Park, to pray the rosary. Join in 
prayer and public witness to end abortion.

the divas of holy name will host a “Ragin’ 
Sweet and Spicy Fest” on feb. 7 from 6 
- 9 p.m. this is a chili, soup and dessert 
cook-off with a 13-and-under division. en-
tries will be accepted from 4 - 5 p.m. in the 
Holy Name School cafeteria, 1007 South-
west blvd., Kansas city, Kansas. for more 
information, call Sharon Staab at (913) 631-
1138.

an open house will be held at 
Padre Pio Academy, 5901 flint, 
Shawnee, on feb. 8 from 3 - 5 p.m. 

a music, movement and meditation con-
cert — featuring the powerful, poignant 
voices of the motet Singers and the clev-
er, witty, and sassy musicians of Saxopho-
nia — will be held feb. 8 from 3 - 4:15 p.m. 
at Sanctuary of Hope, 2601 ridge ave., 
Kansas city, Kansas. the cost to attend is 
a freewill donation. for more information, 
call (913) 321-hoPe or visit the website at: 
www.sanctuaryofhope.org.

If you have been wounded by sep-
aration or divorce, take advan-
tage of the healing tool known 
as the Catholic Divorce Survival 

Guide, created by rose Sweet. this is an 
10-week group which begins feb. 10 at 
Prince of Peace Parish, 16000 W. 143rd 
St., olathe. class starts at 6:15 p.m. in the 
marian room in the school building. the 

cost to attend is $50 per person, which 
includes a personal survival guide and all 
materials for the 10 weeks. the group is 
led by experienced facilitators. to enroll or 
for more information, call Julie Knoche at 
(913) 710-7083. 

a Valentine’s Day dance, hosted 
by beginning experience of Great-
er Kansas city, will be held feb. 
14 from 7 - 11 p.m. at St. Thomas 

More Parish hall, 11800 holmes rd., Kan-
sas city, missouri. the cost to attend is 
$15 at the door. for more information, call 
bruce at (816) 807-7891.

St. benedict Parish will host a 
Mardi Gras celebration on feb. 15 
from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at St. Ben-
edict School commons, 201 divi-

sion St., atchison. the dinner will feature 
new orleans style cuisine with jambalaya, 
king cakes, and beignets. there will also be 
games, face painting, and silent auction 
items. the cost to attend the dinner is $7 
for adults; $3.50 for kids ages 4 - 10. for 
more information, call (913) 367-3503.

St. Bede Parish, Kelly, will host its annual 
pancake breakfast on feb. 15 from 7 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. Pancakes, sausage and eggs will 
be served. the cost to attend is a freewill 
donation. 

St. mary-St. anthony church, 615 n. 7th St., 
Kansas city, Kansas, will host sweetheart 
bingo on feb. 15 at 2 p.m. in Bishop Forst 
Hall. the cost to attend is $5, which in-
cludes a bingo card, desserts, popcorn and 
coffee. beer and soda will be available for 
purchase. for more information, contact 
carol Shomin at (913) 897-4833 or the par-
ish office at (913) 371-1408.

St. Stanislaus Parish, 703 main, rossville, 
will host an afternoon of bingo on feb. 15 
from 2 - 4 p.m. in Dekat Hall. Sandwiches 
and homemade desserts will be available.  
Proceeds will benefit the St. Stanislaus 
building fund.

the christian Widow and Widowers or-
ganization will host a soup luncheon at 1 
p.m. on feb. 15 in the Formation Room at 
most Pure heart of mary church, 17th and 
Stone, topeka. there is no cost to attend. 
for more information, call (785) 272-0055.

a blood drive will be held at St. 
Ann Parish, 7231 mission rd., 
Prairie village, on feb. 16 from 
1:30 - 7 p.m., sponsored by the 

community blood center and the St. ann 
Knights of columbus. make an appoint-
ment by visiting the website at: www.
savealifenow.org and use the password: 
stanncatholic, or walk-in at your conve-
nience.

the daughters of Isabella, St. faustina cir-
cle, will host a meeting on feb. 16 at Di-
vine Mercy Parish center, 120 e. Warren, 
Gardner. Prayer and the rosary will be held 
at 6:45 p.m. and the meeting begins at 7 
p.m. cindy Straseruch  from  olathe medi-
cal center’s cardio rehab will be the guest 
speaker. for more information, contact 
Judy hadle at (913) 884-7321 or send an 
email to Gini liveley at: ginil@kc.rr.com.

a retreat, entitled “Living In 
God’s Love,” will be held on 
thursdays from 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
during lent, feb. 19 - march 26, 

at Sophia Spirituality Center, 751 S. 8th 
St., atchison. this six-week experience 
of directed prayer and group spiritual di-
rection is an opportunity to meet God in a 
deeper way, grow in personal identity and 
savor the word of God. the retreat will be 
conducted by Sister marie ballmann, oSb, 
spiritual director and a leader of both pri-
vate and group retreats and workshops. 
for more information or to register, call 
(913) 360-6151 or visit the center’s web-
site at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

a Mass with prayers for healing, spon-
sored by archdiocesan charismatic prayer 
groups, will be at 7:30 p.m. on feb. 19 in 
the Father Burak Room at curé of ars 
Parish, 9401 mission rd., leawood. for 
more information, call (913) 649-2026.

the German-american edelweiss 
Society will hold a sweetheart 
dance on feb. 21  from 6 - 10:30 
p.m. at St. Mary-St. Anthony 

Church basement, 615 n. 7th St., Kansas 
city, Kansas. dinner will be served at 7 
p.m. raffle tickets will be sold for prizes. 
the cost to attend is: $18 for adults; $10 
for young adults ages 12-20; $5 for chil-
dren ages 6-11; and free for children ages 
5 and under. the admission price includes 

food, drinks and dancing to the music of 
the Willie Kirst band. tickets can be pur-
chased at the door. for more information, 
call Patty orth at (913) 371-2468.

christ the King Parish will host its 
12th annual auction and tailgate 
party on feb. 27 at George Meyn 
Community Center, 126th and 

State ave., Kansas city, Kansas.  the eve-
ning will include dinner, drinks and many 
great items for auction. the cost to attend 
is $30 per person before feb. 13; $35 at 
the door. for more information, call Kimm 
White at (913) 406-4505.

the cathedral of St. Peter al-
tar Society will host a women’s 
Lenten day of reflection on feb. 
28. Sister bridget dickason, oSb, 

will present. the day will begin at 8:15 
a.m. with mass in the church and will con-
clude at noon.  the cost to attend is $10, 
which includes a continental breakfast. 
for registration information, contact lin-
da Ingram at (913) 432-9481 or send an 
email to: liningram69@gmail.com.

March
a mini Lenten retreat will be held 
at Sanctuary of Hope Prayer and 
Retreat Center, 2601 ridge ave., 
Kansas city, Kansas, on march 7. 

father dennis Wait will lead. the day will 
begin with registration, coffee and tea at 8 
a.m. the retreat will include talks, personal 
meditation/prayer time, reconciliation and 
mass. lunch will be served at noon. the 
cost to attend is $30. for more informa-
tion, send an email to: julie@sanctuaryof 
hope.org or call (913) 321-4673.

“Runnin’ Revs Fun Night” will 
be held at Bishop Miege High 
School, 5041 reinhardt rd., roe-
land Park, on march 9. Priests and 

seminarians will challenge 8th-grade and 
high school youth from catholic schools 
in a fun and competitive game of bas-
ketball. tipoff is at 7 p.m. donations and 
a quick auction will benefit seminarians. 
for more information, visit the website at: 
www.kckvocations.com.
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In my 36 years as a 
priest, I have too often 
encountered persons 
who were inflicted 

with great suffering. It goes 
with the territory. They may 
reach out to me for help, for 
advice or just a sympathetic 
ear.

It’s interesting. Each per-
son reacts in a different way 
to their suffering. In some 
cases, they bear it patiently. 
Others fall apart. Or maybe 
they respond with blind 
anger. 

Sunday’s first reading — 
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7 — presents us 
with the classic example of a 
person who is greatly suffer-
ing: Job. We hear a portion 
of his complaint. 

Sometimes, those who 
are enduring hardships 
believe that they are the 
only ones in that predica-

ment, that somehow they 
got the bad end of the stick 
in comparison to others. 
However, Job appears to 
take the opposite approach. 
He generalizes from his 
situation, to claim that all 
humanity has been allotted 
misery: “Is not man’s life on 
earth a drudgery? Are not 
his days those of hirelings? 
He is a slave who longs for 

the shade, a hireling who 
waits for his wages.” He 
recognizes that he is not the 
only one suffering.

In looking at his own life, 
Job seems to react to his 
sufferings in contradictory 
ways. On the one hand, he 
complains that time ap-
pears to have slowed down 
for him: “If in bed I say, 
‘When shall I arise?’ then 
the night drags on; I am 
filled with restlessness until 
the dawn.”

On the other hand, he 
also complains that his life 
is speeding by, that it is too 
short: “My days are swifter 
than a weaver’s shuttle; they 
come to an end without 
hope. Remember that my 
life is like the wind; I shall 
not see happiness again.”

Job cannot make up his 
mind on which it is. And 

that indecisiveness only 
adds to his misery. 

Sunday’s reading is totally 
depressing. And yet, it is not 
the last word. Even the story 
of Job, after telling how he 
has worked through many 
hardships and trials and 
thoroughly exploring the 
question of suffering, ends 
on an upbeat. 

In that way, we can learn 
from the story of Job. We 
may not have to put up 
with as many hardships as 
Job. But all human beings 
can expect to endure some 
suffering in their lives. In 
that respect, we can iden-
tify with Job. Despite his 
earlier complaints, he still 
manages to arrive at some 
happiness. 

And that should offer us 
all hope.

Once upon a time, 
there was a young 
book salesman who 
was assigned to a 

rural area. Seeing a farmer 
seated in a rocking chair on 
his front porch, the young 
man approached with all 
the zeal of a newly trained 
salesman.

“Good afternoon, sir,” said 
the salesman. “I have here a 
book that will tell you how 
to farm 10 times better than 
you’re doing now.”

The farmer closed his eyes 
and continued to rock. After 
a few moments, he stopped, 
looked over at the young man 
and said, “Son, I don’t need 
your book. I already know 
how to farm 10 times better 
than I’m doing now. I just 
don’t wanna!” (Adapted from 
“Stories and Parables for 
Preachers and Teachers,” by 
Paul J. Wharton.)

I suspect there’s some of 
that farmer in many of us, es-
pecially when it comes to our 
spiritual life. We know that 
we’re called to grow in our 
faith and we’re aware of what 
it takes to do that. But often, 
we just “don’t wanna.” We get 
spiritually lazy.

By now, we’ve probably 
shelved most of our New 
Year’s resolutions and slipped 
back into our old patterns of 
behavior. The season of Lent 
is our annual wakeup call, a 
time to climb out of our fa-
miliar ruts and work on what 

will make us holier people.
If you’re like me, though, 

without a personal trainer — 
a guide — Lent will just slide 
by. We’ll “give up” something 
and that will be about it. 

How about making this 
Lent different? Although 
Ash Wednesday doesn’t roll 
around until Feb. 18, now 
is the time to prepare. My 
personal trainer this year is 
Marcellino D’Ambrosio. He’s 
demanding, but practical. I 
recommend that you take his 
class. Now, you don’t have 
to worry about it filling up 
or having to drive miles and 
miles to get there. His “class” 
is actually a book, entitled 
“40 Days, 40 Ways: A New 
Look at Lent” (Cincinnati: 
Servant Books, 2014; 127 pgs.; 
$14.99).

The author calls us beyond 
just “giving up” something for 
Lent. He writes: “In this book 
I have collected forty ways 
to make these forty days a 

life-changing experience. My 
aim is to put into your hands 
a practical manual with new 
tips, collected from master 
trainers, to help you burn fat, 
build spiritual muscle, and 
win this most critical compe-
tition.”

His methodology makes 
perfect sense: Spend time, 
ideally before Lent starts, 
browsing the table of con-
tents in the book. Then, 
choose one to three ideas 
“that jump off the page and 
seem to be, for you, the most 
important and most doable. 
Read the specific pages that 
further explain these par-
ticular tips and commit to 
doing these things faithfully 
throughout the Lenten sea-
son.”

Each day of Lent, D’Am-
brosio also suggests reading 
that particular day’s tip and 
its reflection, usually just 
two to three pages long. Do 
the tip for the day if you can, 
but keep your focus mainly 
on those one to three major 
ideas. This will keep you 
from being overwhelmed and 
maybe just “giving up” on 
Lent.

Some of his suggestions 
are:

• Cut your media con-
sumption to open up time for 
prayer, service and personal 
relationship with others. Use 
at least some of your drive 
time to listen to Catholic 
radio, talks or audiobooks 

instead of news, sports and 
music.

• Spend the first available 
10 minutes each day thanking 
God for everything you are 
grateful for . . . before you ask 
for anything.

• Instead of secular videos 
for weekend entertainment, 
try some videos that will 
enrich your spiritual life.

• Forgive those who have 
offended you or your loved 
ones. Pray for the person who 
has been the most hurtful or 
annoying.

• Read or listen to a biog-
raphy of a saint.

• Before work, chores 
or study, make a conscious 
decision to offer up whatever 
you are doing in love of God 
and in loving intercession for 
some person or special need.

• Find out what the Sign of 
the Cross really means, and 
begin making it less mechan-
ical, more thoughtful, several 
times per day.

D’Ambrosio also includes 
a few resources in the back 
of his book for Lenten books, 
DVDs, websites, etc. All in 
all, I believe that people will 
find something new here to 
reinvigorate their keeping of 
Lent. 

Do more than just attend 
Mass on Ash Wednesday or 
give up chocolate. By prepar-
ing for Lent beforehand, it 
should be easy to move this 
year from “I don’t wanna” to 
“I’m sure gonna.”
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Father 
mark Goldasich
father mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
sacred heart Parish in tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of the leaven since 1989.

mark my Words

even Job’s story ends on a high note

Father mike stubbs
father mike stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in scripture from harvard 
university.

in The beginning

scripTure readings

fifth week of ordinary time

feb. 8
fifth sunday in ordinary time
Jb 7: 1-4, 6-7
Ps 147: 1-6
1 cor 9: 16-19, 22-23
mk 1: 29-39

feb. 9
monday
Gn 1: 1-19
Ps 104: 1-2a, 5-6, 10, 12, 24, 35c
mk 6: 53-56

feb. 10
scholastica, virgin
Gn 1:20 – 2:4a
Ps 8: 4-9
mk 7: 1-13

feb. 11
Our Lady of Lourdes
Gn 2: 4b-9, 15-17
Ps 104: 1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30
mk 7: 14-23

feb. 12
thursday
Gn 2: 18-25
Ps 128: 1-5
mk 7: 24-30

feb. 13
friday
Gn 3: 1-8
Ps 32: 1-2, 5-7
mk 7: 31-37

feb. 14
cyril, monk, and methodius, bishop
Gn 3: 9-24
Ps 90: 2-4c, 5-6, 12-13
mk 8: 1-10

pope Francis
People today have so many options 

about how they will spend their time, their 
lives and their money that discovering and 
doing god’s will really is as difficult as most 
people claim, Pope Francis said. “every day 
we are presented with a tray full of options,” 

the pope said Jan. 27 during the homily at 
his early morning Mass in the chapel of the 
domus Sanctae Marthae where he lives. Fo-
cusing his homily on doing god’s will, the 
pope repeatedly admitted, “it’s not easy,” 
according to vatican radio. The readings 
for the day’s Mass — from Heb 10: 1-10; Ps 
40; and Mk 3: 31-35 — repeatedly spoke of 

the importance of seeking god’s will and 
responding. 

“The opposite began in paradise with 
adam’s failure to obey,” the pope said. 
“That disobedience brought evil to all hu-
manity. Sins are acts of disobedience, of not 
doing god’s will.”

— cns

oK, time to move from ‘wanna’ to ‘gonna’
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Dear friends 
of Catholic 
schools,

“Our school is named 
after God!” 

That is what one of 
our kindergarten students 
exclaimed to his classmates 
one day. Apparently, his class 
was learning about symbols 
and names, and some of his 
classmates remarked that the 
other schools in town had 
the same names as some of 
the symbols they were learn-
ing. His classmates seemed 
rather impressed by that. 
He wanted to be sure to let 
them know that their school 
was named after something 
even more important than a 
Kansas symbol. “Out of the 

mouths of babes,” as they 
say!

I was reflecting on all the 
ways our Catholic schools 
are different from our public 
school counterparts during 
the recent national cele-
bration of Catholic Schools 
Week. There is much talk in 
the news and in public ed-
ucation now about “college 

and career readiness” and 
the importance of career and 
technical education. 

On the surface, it may 
seem logical that we would 
want our children to be very 
well prepared to enter the 
workforce, regardless of 
whether that is after high 
school or college. Of course, 
all the research on the effec-
tiveness of Catholic schools 
shows that our graduates 
excel in their chosen fields, 
so we would certainly agree 
that college and career readi-
ness is important. 

However, I believe that 
the conversation regarding 
the end result of education is 
missing important elements. 
One element is simply prac-
tical. The reality of the last 
several decades is that adults 

make multiple job changes, 
some even career changes, 
during their lifetimes. It 
seems counter to reality to 
direct high school students 
into specific career tracks 
that may limit them in the 
future. 

Another missing ele-
ment is the importance of 
education in forming the 
human person to positively 
contribute to a democrat-
ic, just and moral society. 
Without meaningful study 
of the history and culture of 
civilization, our students will 
have no context for under-
standing our current envi-
ronment. Nor will they have 
the insight to navigate the 
challenges and opportunities 
of the future. To truly benefit 
our country, we must have 

citizens whose education has 
prepared them to contribute 
more to society than only 
economics.

The church has been 
steadfast about the purpose 
of education, and we in 
Catholic schools do strive 
to prepare our students for 
their roles in this world. 
Thus, the benefits of Cath-
olic schools for our country 
and our church are immense. 

We have a more import-
ant goal for our students, 
though, and that is heaven. 
As long as we are true to our 
schools’ namesakes, as our 
kindergarten friend reminds 
us, we should be continue to 
produce exceptional results   
. . . toward both goals!

Vaya con Dios! 

Be true to your school — or better yet, its namesake

Stop vocation-hunting in the dark

christ insists that our compassion inform our lives

Let’s say that 
you need a 
car. I doubt 

any of you would 
walk onto a random
dealer’s lot, close your eyes, 
spin around, point aimlessly 
and say, “I’ll take that one.” 

Even those of you with 
decision-a-phobia know 
this is a horrible way to 
determine your mode of 
transportation for the next 
10 years.

Or maybe you’re in need 
of some shoes. How many 
of you would walk up the 
shoe aisle, pull a random 
box off the shelf, pay for 
it at the register and stroll 
out to your car? It probably 

would be the wrong size and 
style. I hate shoe shopping 
as much as the next guy, but 
obviously this is ludicrous.

Making smart decisions 
entails gathering good infor-
mation. If we don’t know the 
facts, we can’t be surprised 
if we make a poor decision. 

The more informed we 
are, the more likely we will 
decide well.

This is especially true 
when discerning our voca-
tions. In my continuing se-
ries on discernment, I want 
to stress the necessity of 
gathering good information 
about possible vocations.

There was a time during 
grade school when I thought 
that priests had two occu-
pations: priesthood on the 
weekends and something 
else during the week. I 
rarely saw our parish priests 
during the week, and I 
hardly ever heard them talk 
about their daily life. And 
while I knew little about the 
priesthood, I was clueless 
about the seminary or reli-
gious life.  

I knew a good deal about 
marriage and families from 
my daily home life, but I 
knew very little about other 
possible vocations. It was 
not until college that I had 
regular interaction with 
priests, getting to know 
more about their lives. 

Later on, I read 
now-Cardinal Dolan’s 
book, “Priests for the 
Third Millennium,” which 
spoke of inspiring ways 
that priests daily live out 
their vocations. Finally, I 
visited a seminary, getting 
a glimpse into the lives 
of those preparing for the 
priesthood. With more 
information, God’s call for 
me became clearer.

For those of you still 
searching for God’s voca-

tional call for your life, arm 
yourself with information. 
Get to know your local 
priests or Sisters. Contact 
the vocations office for great 
resources, including books 
like “To Save A Thousand 
Souls” and “Discerning Your 
Vocation,” both of which are 
packed with information to 
walk you through discern-
ment. We can also help you 
to make a visit to a semi-
nary, monastery or convent.

God does not expect you 
to discern in the dark. En-
lighten yourself with good 
information so that, with 
God’s guidance, you can 
make a good decision. It’s 
the way to make sure that 
what you pull out of your 
discernment box will fit for 
a lifetime.

father Scott 
WalliSch
father Scott Wallisch is the 
archdiocesan vocations director. you 
can email him at: frscott@archkck.org

After gradu-
ating from 
law school 

in the 1980s, I was 
searching for a way
to channel my desire to help 
other people. 

I was becoming disillu-
sioned with secular ap-
proaches to societal ills, but 
I was also ambivalent about 
the church. 

Then one Sunday, I heard 
a homily on the church’s 
social teaching by a deacon 
who also happened to be a 
lawyer. I was pleasantly sur-
prised to discover that the 
church had something to say 
about poverty, injustice and 
other issues that mattered to 
me. Even more, I discovered 

that the church not only 
took my questions seriously, 
but also offered satisfying 
answers that have stayed 
with me ever since.

For me, the burning 
issue was not some internal 
church dispute, but rather, 
“Where is God in my life?” 

and “What does God have 
to say to the contempo-
rary world?” When I was 
engaged on that level by 
the deacon, I realized that 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
has the power to transform 
every aspect of our world, 
beginning with my own 
heart. 

I had been approach-
ing issues from the wrong 
direction. I tended to think 
abstractly or collectively. 
But Christ deals with me 
person-to-person. 

In turn, I should consider 
social concerns with the 
mindset that every member 
of the human family is an 
irreplaceable person with 
God-given dignity. Moth-
er Teresa was the greatest 
social reformer of our era, 
but her reform was accom-

plished one precious soul at 
a time.

I also cannot help others 
if I’m not continually being 
renewed in Christ myself. 
Life in Christ changes every-
thing. I must turn from sin 
and strive, however imper-
fectly, for holiness. To love 
another person with Christ-
like love, I have to become 
more like Christ. That’s the 
lesson of the saints.

As Catholics, we under-
stand that our participation 
in the sacrifice of the Mass 
should affect everything 
we do. Sunday Mass can’t 
be compartmentalized or 
separated from the rest of 
our lives.

This principle also holds 
true with social issues. It’s 
great when Catholics ded-
icate some time each week 

to assist the poor, sick or 
imprisoned. But that’s not 
enough. Our compassion 
must inform the way we live 
even when we’re not at the 
soup kitchen, the hospital or 
the jail. Something is amiss 
if our eucharistic adoration 
doesn’t commit us to love 
of neighbor, especially the 
poor. 

Just as we cannot choose 
which church teachings 
we’re going to intellectually 
accept, we also cannot pick 
and choose which teachings 
are going to transform us.

None of the beatitudes 
begin “Blessed are the 
comfortable and secure.” It 
seems to me that serving 
others should be part and 
parcel of our Christian jour-
ney. How can I better serve 
others this coming week?

kathy o’hara
Kathy o’hara is the superintendent 
of archdiocesan schools.

from the super

Leon Suprenant
leon Suprenant is the pastoral 
associate for administration in the 
office of the permanent diaconate. 
for more information on the diacon-
ate, visit www.archkck.org/deacons. 

ordained to serve
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Photo by GreG Zeller

Students at Christ the King School in Topeka celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week with a living rosary in the gymnasium. 

Photo by rachel nelson

Clockwise from left, Jimmy Dorsey, Aaron Quillen, Chloe Dillon and  
Brady Pfizenmaier, fifth-graders at Sacred Heart School in Ottawa, 
count coins for the school’s “Coins for Kids” project. The money 
raised goes to the Catholic Education Foundation. The fifth-grade 
class won, and the school raised more than $500.

Photo by Josh suKraW

Kansas City, Kansas’ Bishop Ward High School 
seniors viviana Lizarraga, left, and Odalis De La 
Fuente Delgado put together baskets to be given 
to local police and firefighters.

Photo by anita Pauls

The honors choir at Holy Spirit School in Overland Park sings 
at the family Mass kicking off Catholic Schools Week Jan. 25.

Photo by sue e. carter

St. Joseph School in Shawnee celebrates the closing of Catho-
lic Schools Week with Grandparents Day on Jan. 30. Following 
Mass with pastor Father Mike Hawken, the students and grand-
parents came back to school for cookies and some special ac-
tivities. Above, Rose Dusselier helps her grandson Matthew 
Metzger, a kindergartner, paint a family tree.

leaven Photo by douG hesse

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann celebrates Mass with the schools in the Topeka 
Region on Jan. 26 at Hayden High School in Topeka.

At Resurrection School at the Cathedral in Kansas City, Kansas,  
first-grader Gabriel Deharo, center, gets help from fifth-graders 
Lorenzo Hernandez, left, and Eduardo Ruiz, right, as part of the 
reading buddy program.

Photo by martha concannon

Second-grade teacher Lisa Knoeppel and her students from Holy Trinity School in Lenexa celebrate as they count donated socks and 
mittens. During Catholic Schools Week, students donated new socks and mittens for Catholic Charities to distribute to those in need. 
At the end of the week, the collection total was 1,488.

Photo by mary Gentry

The student choir at Our Lady of unity School in Kansas City, Kansas, 
sings with Father Kent O’Connor at the close of  the week on Jan 30.

Photo by Jane sullivan

St. Agnes School, Roeland Park, student council president Serena 
Sparks and vice president Phillip Powell present Father Bill Porter 
with a thumbprint painting. The students used their thumbprints 
to illustrate how he shares his faith with each of them.
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Students at St. Gregory School in Marysville take part in the 
“Food Pantry Pass.” The event started when the Marshall Coun-
ty Food Pantry was only a block away from St. Gregory School, 
so students handed the food from student to student until it 
got to the food pantry. The food pantry has moved, so now the 
food is passed from student to student around the school and 
into vehicles to be delivered to the pantry.  Rylie Meinhardt (in 
purple) keeps the food moving toward Katelyn Schmitz and Ab-
igail McAnerney.


